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1. Go to http://www.wikipedia.org/

2. Choose the English version of this website.  

3. To find out what this site is all about, click on the navigation link on the left side that says “About Wikipedia.”  Websites commonly us a link with the word About to lead users to an introduction to the website.

4. On the About page, go to the second paragraph.  Copy and paste a sentence that says how Wikipedia is written.

5. Go to the third paragraph.  Copy and paste a sentence that says who can  write Wikipedia articles?
6. Still in the third paragraph, copy and paste a sentence that says what the difference is between old and new articles.

7. Most English and Social Studies teachers do not allow Wikipedia  references in the bibliography.  Why do you think teachers dislike it?
8. You can try your hand at typing in something in Wikipedia by going to the Sandbox page.  To get there, type Wikipedia: Sandbox into the Search blank on the left side and press Enter.

9. Note what people have been saying below the box surrounded by dashes.  This is where anyone can practice editing a Wikipedia page.

10. Click on the tab at the top that says “edit this page”

11. The page that opens has an editable area.  Type in a short sentence like “I like Ike.”  Don’t type any personal information.  Click on “Save page” at the bottom of the editable area.  You should see your words below the box with the dashes.  

Note: DO NOT say anything inappropriate!  The Sandbox is monitored and the web site can use your computer’s IP address to find out its location and call the school about your behavior!  We can then track down who was using that computer at the time the inappropriate words were used.  That person would be in serious trouble, possibly suspended.

12.  Because this is a “Sandbox” that everyone can play in, don’t expect your words to stay there long.  Other people will add and/or delete what you have typed.  The point of this exercise is to show that anyone can change the text on a Wikipedia definition page.  Wikipedia is not a good site to use when you need reliable information!
